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BUILDING FROM WITHIN 
MABEE’s Black Enterprise Network

BY RACHEL WERNER

10/7  8 p.m.
WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S
Adults and children alike are welcome to register 
for this 2-mile walk. All donations will go to the 
Alzheimer’s Foundation and those who donate 
over $100 will receive a free T-shirt! James  
Madison Memorial High School, Madison.  
act.alz.org.

10/13  4 p.m.
PICNIC IN THE PARK
Join Event Essentials and the Madison Parks Foun-
dation at this charity dinner to raise money for our 
city’s public spaces. Renowned local chefs, Jonny 
Hunter of Forequarter and John Gadau and Phillip 
Hurley of Sardine, will make this an unforgettable 
night for Madison foodies. Olbrich Park, Madison. 
madisonpicnicinthepark.com.

10/18  6:30 p.m.
DRESS FOR DAIS
Local models don big city fashion during this 
eighth annual event to increase awareness and 
funds for ongoing domestic abuse services and 
awareness campaigns. Overture Center, Madi-
son. abuseintervention.org/fashion-show.

OCTOBER NONPROFIT EVENTS

error messages, frozen apps and slow 
rendering speed…the equipment simply 
cannot keep up with what I have to de-
mand from it, “ she says. “I am incredibly 
thankful for Eric and his team. I will be 
able to propel my business forward with-
out the hardship—and for that I will be 
forever grateful.”  

MABEE’s ResourceFULL Black Business Event takes 
place Oct. 25. For details, visit madisonabee.com.

Creating a self-sustaining model for 
black business owners is the goal for 
Madison Alliance for Black Economic 
Empowerment founder Eric Upchurch 
II. And since launching the organization 
in March 2017, 239 entrepreneurs have 
participated in MABEE events and been 
connected with resources and funding 
worth a total of $20,000.

“I was inspired by my work as the Ex-
ecutive Director for the Madison Black 
Chamber of Commerce,” Upchurch says. 
“In a meditation, I saw a vision of an event 
where we‘d collectively built up our own 
resources to meet our own needs. This 
eventually became ResourceFULL for 
black businesses, featuring our signature 
HIVE networking activity.”

Held each April and October, Re-
sourceFULL is an integrative evening 
aimed at fostering strategic connections. 
All attendees—whether it’s a new startup 
in need of mentorship or a corporate 
entity able to provide seed money—are 
encouraged to initiate conversations with 

the intent of cultivating beneficial part-
nerships. Upchurch also stresses that not 
every fruitful interaction involves a mon-
etary transaction or being awarded one 
of the MABEE grants. “The point of the 
HIVE is to work together so everybody 
comes away with something,” he ex-
plains. “Maybe that’s a gift card, in-kind 
web services or a new business partner.”

The night can be a game changer in 
terms of bolstering a fledgling operation. 
ArrowStar Photography owner Shalicia 
Johnson recalls, “After stating my name 
and my business, I was to tell the au-
dience how the grant money would be 
utilized. I shakily announced I needed 
a new laptop, and that was all I could 
get out before the sobs started.” With 
the award she received, Johnson will fi-
nally be able to replace the borrowed, 
11-year-old device she’d been using to 
edit photos.

“As a photographer, having a computer 
is second to having a camera. I have lost 
hours upon hours of productivity due to 

Eric Upchurch II and 
MABEE Director of 
Business Development 
Courtney Hayward
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